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Development r){ Alcohol Problems

events of a party. or other drinking occa-
sion are
pants. Reputatmn in turn becomes

somethmg to live up to or live down,

“motivating turther wild or timid behav- -
or. - The causal arrow between drinking
- and various delinquencies, for instance,

thus points in both directions.
As well as these individual-level
- aspects, adolescent drinking as a perfor-
mance has strong collective aspects.
_'Ethnoomphlc studies of drinking have
Jong noted the solidarity of dllﬂklﬂgj
'gloups. Drinking itself, as Partanen
' (199 1) has recently argued, is a “medi-
E um of soaabxhty often, indeed, it is “a
: form of communion, a commensal
-'sh_a_rmg- in which persons who partici-
pate are stripped of the capacities in
terms of which they interact in [non-
drinking] contexts” (Karp 1980, p. 104).
The rituals of sharing, reciprocity, and
turn-taking that are frequently part of
the drinking occasion are-a cdllective_
performance with which the partici-
pants construct-and, symbolize at least a
temporary sollddmy (Gusfield 1987).
For adolescents, the solidarity of the
drinking group has some extra rein-
‘ i‘“(‘n“cemmm
of the sphuc of <;0uab1hly, as opposced to
The

‘the spheres of school aad home.

fatter spheres are adult-controlled, while
adult altempts W control the sphere of

sk')c_‘_iall':sili!)f Frequently fall short of Tull
SUCLCSS,
{)mly is, m(hcd, aatter for tonl(st
between (lLlUlLbL( nts and their parents
Adults fear for the

effects of present behavior on the adoles-

and other ddults.

6

“recounted to others by pmt1u~ :

Drinking is primarily part

Contral of the sphuc uf s0Cia-

: often symhohmnﬂ

—

cent’s futuac 'md hbhl-‘
'Actton agamst \V]](lt_‘]l‘@"

. ’lldOUS behavma

bui 1t aibo onstitute

dom from adult contr'

of fzdul{ (ontml
huic'c[[ed (m adol >
(I\floqkonﬂt? 19%9)

;nu.lunro ol_lh@.




‘__‘i_(—:;c‘t.i'\_re drinking performance of young
“people may indeed be an instrument of
“differentiation from other social groups

'or sometimes of aggression against the

‘z_i__udlence (e.g., Burns 1980; Moore. 1990).
" The particular drinking group’s per-
_:j_fc')ul_“mzince and its audience typically
.::t;:iﬁ_;ei;{i_st at what Johnstone terms the-level
of microcontext. But collective drinking
.';}ij_é'r'formances may also take on a broader
;:."s(j_cg'étal significance. Ostensive drinking
“imay serve as a symbol of differentiation
“and mdeed defiance across general cul-
9_:__'Lural boundaries, as Stivers (1976) and
-Lurie (1971) have argued for spec1ﬁc
'fe'thnic groups in American society. In
':partmuhl, in part because of factors we
?'ih ve aheady discussed, ostensive drink-

mg ‘can-serve as a a convenient symbol of
j'_'generatlonal rebelilon for a paltlculal

?_f youth cohmt Thus, in the context of the

partxculall)f apposite “symbol of libera-

0’s! agamst what they defined as
't_oz 1an morahty

[ have noted in the course of these
nzuks a few of their 1111p11cat10ns for
nterpretmg empmcal findings on ado-

olescent drinking as collective behav-
or. and as interactive performance may

mdeed shed new light on findings in the

_exlstmg literature, which has typically

‘been. oriented toward life history and

‘other individual-level designs- and vari-
ables.
‘suggests a peed for new study para-

But such an understanding al e

'digms and designs that would allow us

;f;'nanoml PI’Othlthﬂ, heavy drinking was

n’ (F%s 1977) for the generational -
__olt of the college students of the..

cent drinking. .An understanding of’

N

- Aurerican Yojith in the 1)20,_

Envuonmentai mﬂuences 1n 1dolesce_

- an African society:. An essay in formal soci

C40:311-332, 1971
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